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PRESS RELEASE 
 JURY FINDS KIEFFER GUILTY OF FALSELY 

REPRESENTING HIMSELF AS AN ATTORNEY 

 IN FEDERAL COURT PROCEEDING  

 
 DENVER – Howard O. Kieffer, age 54, formerly of Santa Ana, 

California, who falsely held himself out to be an attorney in federal court 

proceedings in Colorado and other courts, was found guilty on all counts 

Friday afternoon following a two-and-a-half-day jury trial in Denver.  

Kieffer never graduated from law school and was never licensed to practice 

law in any state. 

 

At the trial, federal prosecutors introduced evidence from 13 

witnesses in order to prove that Kieffer committed wire fraud, made a false 

statement to the United States District Court in Colorado and acted in 

contempt of court.   

 

The evidence demonstrated that Kieffer had not gone to Antioch 

School of Law, despite his multiple representations that he had, and that he 

was never a member of the District of Columbia Bar, even though he told a 

Colorado District Court clerk that he was. 

 

 



 According to an indictment returned by a federal grand jury in 

September 2009, Kieffer represented the defendant in the May 2008 trial of 

United States v. Gwen Bergman in federal court in Denver. Kieffer created 

the impression that he was an attorney able to practice law. He falsely 

represented that he had obtained a law degree from Antioch School of Law 

in Washington, D.C., and created the false impression that he was licensed 

to practice federal law and therefore did not need to be licensed with a state. 

 

 Despite knowing that he was not licensed to practice law, Kieffer 

gained admission to practice in the District of Colorado for the Bergman 

case by indicating that he was licensed in the District of Columbia. A local 

Colorado rule requires an attorney to be admitted in a state or the District of 

Columbia in order to be admitted to practice in federal court.      

 

 U.S. District Court Judge Christine M. Arguello set sentencing in the 

case for July 7, 2010.  The potential maximum penalty for a wire fraud is 30 

years in federal prison and a $1 million fine.  Making a false statement 

carries a potential five-year penalty and a $250,000 fine.  The potential 

penalty for contempt of court is an unlimited period of incarceration and a 

fine. Kieffer is in federal custody. 

 

  The FBI investigated the case which was prosecuted by Assistant 

United States Attorneys from the U.S. Attorney’s Office in Salt Lake City 

on a recusal from the U.S. Attorney’s Office in Denver. 
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